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During these hard times, what you do 
appreciate? #isoappreciate is a way for 
everyone to share their gratitude and spread 
positivity!

Simply take a picture at home or during your 
exercise hour – of nature, family, a pet, a quiet 
place, a favourite book - and take a moment 
to write a brief message about why you 
appreciate it.

Tag #isoappreciate and @yarralibraries 
and share!

#IsoAppreciate



BOOK WEEK  32   AUTHOR TALK

WRITING & LITERATURE
Author Talks
Listen to our previous 
Author talks on the 
Yarra Libraries podcast!
Visit yarralibraries.vic.gov.au.

Podcast for Kids: Adrian Beck
The Ewing Trust, Yarra Libraries and The 
Little Bookroom present: Adrian Beck 
writes funny, action-packed stories for kids, 
including Derek Dool – Supercool and Kick 
it to Nick with AFL legend Shane Crawford. 
But what made him want to be a writer? 
And how did he get started? In this special 
podcast for kids, Adrian reveals all!

Released Tuesday 20 October  
 

VIDA: A Woman for Our Time 
In Conversation with Andrea 
Goldsmith 

Join us this History Month for an in-
conversation between award-winning 
biographer Jacqueline Kent, and 
acclaimed novelist Andrea Goldsmith.
Jacqueline will be discussing her new 
book VIDA: A Woman for Our Time, 
about trailblazer Vida Goldstein – who 
remains Australia’s most celebrated 
crusader for the rights of women. 

Wednesday 14 October   
6.30pm-7.30pm  
Online via Zoom

JACQUELINE 
KENT

BOOK WEEK 2020 
Saturday 17 - Friday October

Children’s Illustration 
Competition
As part of Book week 2020, The Ewing 
Trust, Yarra Libraries and The Little 
Bookroom would like to see your Children’s 
book character creations. The theme of Book 
week 2020 is Curious Creatures, Wild Minds. 
Prizes will be awarded for the most amazing 
creatures – please check our website for 
more details!

Visit yarralibaries.vic.gov.au for more info!  
 

Each year since 1945 the CBCA has brought children and books together across Australia 
through CBCA Book Week. Schools and public libraries spend one glorious week celebrating 
books and Australian children’s authors and illustrators.  This year, our librarians bring Book 
Week to life online! Join us for special Storytimes, get inspired with costume design, diorama-
making workshops and more! Visit our website to see the full list of Book Week events.
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The Short Story Club 
Want to join a book club but don’t always 
have the time? Want to try a new author 
without making a big commitment? Each 
fortnight we will choose one short story 
we love to share and discuss. Please check 
online for each fortnight’s story. 

Wednesdays 7 & 21 October, 
4 & 18 November, 2 & 16 December 
Each Date: 12pm-1pm • 6.30pm-7.30pm 
Online via Zoom

Melbourne Spoken Word 
presents Fresh Voices 
WORKSHOP  
An introduction to spoken word where 
you’ll learn skills and techniques to 
improve your spoken word game with the 
help of experienced performance poets.

 

Saturday 14 November • 1pm-4pm  
Online via Zoom

Talking (about) Books 

Talking Books is a fortnightly conversation 
about books, focused on a particular theme. 
Join us for an hour of discussion and 
bring the book you’re reading to introduce 
yourself to the group. 

Wednesdays 14 & 28 October  
Wednesdays 11 & 25 November 
12pm-1pm • Online via Zoom

The Write-In EDITING EDITION 

Register for our online editing service 
where you can submit up to 1500 words of 
your writing to be edited by Fitzroy-based 
writer, Nicole Smith, author of Sideshow. 
Register and we will send you all relevant 
information. Submission period opens on the 
first day of the month and closes one week 
before end of the month. 

Thursday 1 Oct • All Day • Online 
(submissions close Friday 23 Oct) 

Monday 2 Nov • All Day • Online 
(submissions close Monday 23 Nov) 

The Write-In SEMINAR EDITION 

Join us for a monthly creative writing 
seminar and workshop series to learn skills 
and techniques to improve your writing.
Engage in creative challenges, workshop your 
pieces and become the writer you’ve always 
wanted to be. Suitable for ages 17+.

Thursdays 29 October & 26 November  
6pm-8pm • Online via Zoom

Melbourne Spoken Word 
presents Fresh Voices 
PERFORMANCE  
Delivered in partnership with Yarra 
Libraries, Fresh Voices aims to showcase 
emerging spoken word artists from 
around Melbourne’s poetry scene and 
give performers one of their first feature 
performance slots. Includes open mic section.   

Wednesday 18 November • 6pm-9pm 
Online via Zoom

Did you know that you can download and keep them? 
That means no holds and no checkout periods, just yours to read at your leisure. 

Get all your favourites - from sports,fitness, travel, wellness to 
business,technology and more! There are magazines in French, Japanese, 

Chinese, Spanish, Italian and German, just to name a few. 

Over 3,400 new subscription magazines to our online collection! 

Download to your computer: https://yarracity.rbdigitalglobal.com.

Or install the app on your mobile: 
https://yarracity.rbdigitalglobal.com.
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Sew Sustainable
Come along and find some inspiration. 
Learn how to create wonderful projects with 
materials and textiles that you already have 
at home. Join this informal chat group as we 
share knowledge and resources on all things 
sustainable, especially textile crafts.

Tuesdays 6 & 20 October & 17 November 
11am-12pm • Online via Zoom

Japanese Boro Bag
Make a Boro Bag with sashiko stitching! 
Repurpose the fabrics you have to make 
beautiful utilitarian objects based on items 
in the Victoria & Albert Museum collection. 
Machine or hand-sew. Post your projects on 
instagram #yarramakedo

Fridays 13 & 27 November  
4pm-5.30pm • Online via Zoom 

COMMUNITY & CULTURE

Adult Art Play
Why do kids get to have all the crafty fun? 
Meet us for a casual craft club for adults, where 
we’ll make beautiful messes, artistic creations, 
and have a lovely chat. If you are interested 
in receiving materials by mail - be sure to tick 
checkbox option on registration.

Pre-recorded Videos 
Each day 5-11 October • 12pm-1pm  
Online via Zoom (Mental Health Week)

Workshop 
Friday 20 November • 12pm-1pm  
Online via Zoom

Exploring the Archive of 
Sexuality & Gender 
with artist Gen Townsend

Join artist Yarra Youth Services’ Artists in 
Residence, Gen Townsend, as she shows you 
how to access and explore the Gale Archive 
of Sexuality and Gender. Flex your research 
skills to develop your own works of art; 
drawings, paintings or collages in response 
to artefacts you discover in the archive, as 
well as creative text responses to some of its 
writings. Suitable for young people aged 18+

Thursday 5 November • 4pm-6pm  
Online via Zoom

Christmas Decorations  
to Sew at Home

Join us as we explore the finest Christmas 
ornament tutorials on Creativebug, an extensive 
crafting network accessible for free with your 
Yarra Libraries membership. We’ll explore how 
we used the Cricut Maker, a craft and textiles 
cutting machine, to power-up this project. 
Optionally, register your details by November 
17th and we’ll mail you a materials pack with a 
collection of Aussie animal shapes that you can 
embellish and turn into ornaments yourself.

Tuesday 1 December • 11am-12pm  
Online via Zoom

 

Slow Clothing: Jane Milburn 
discusses actions and choices for 
reducing our material footprint

Slow Clothing is a way of thinking about, 
choosing, wearing and caring for clothes to 
ensure they bring meaning, value and joy to 
the every day whilst also being mindful of our 
carbon footrpint and the culture of excess. Jane 
Milburn discusses actions and choices to reduce 
our material footprint: think, natural, quality, 
local, few, care, make, revive, adapt and salvage.

Tuesday 10 November • 7pm-8pm 
Online via Zoom (Recycling Week) 

Collage and Photomontage
Upskill using free and open source software 
to work on your own digital collage projects 
in a supportive environment. We work via 
creative themes and teach anything from 
simple image adjustments to compositing.

Thursdays 8 & 22 October,  
5 & 19 November • 2pm-3pm 
Online via Zoom  

The Pleasure of Drawing
Learn a series of drawing exercises to get back 
in touch with the pleasure of drawing. From 
observation drawings to doodling and pattern, 
explore new ways to push your drawing skills or 
just get back into drawing freely like a child.

Thursday 8 October • 6pm-8pm 
Online via Zoom 

MAKE 
DO
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The Philosopher’s Stone 
3-Session Course 

Yarra Libraries in partnership with 
Melbourne School of Philosophy is once 
again delighted to offer a series of online 
philosophy talks for the Yarra Libraries’ 
community. This time, join us to delve into 
the meaning and mystery of the elusive 
Philosopher’s Stone! Philosophy beginners 
and Harry Potter fans all welcome.  

Tuesdays 17 & 24 November & 1 Dec 
6.30pm-8pm • Online via Zoom

Journaling 101: Video Series

Learn how to Journal with Yarra Libraries staff 
Todd, Nic and Lochie as they share some simple 
journaling techniques that will help you go from 
an empty book to a full journal, one entry at a 
time. Suitable for ages 12+.

Monday 5 October 
Wednesday 7 October 
Friday 9 October  
Online

At the Movies is a fortnightly online program 
consisting of two elements: watching a 
selected film via Kanopy, and meeting to 
discuss. Anyone with a Yarra Libraries’ 
membership can access the monthly film at 
a time that works for them;  just follow the 
Kanopy link on our website. After you’ve 
watched the film, make a booking to join our 
monthly Zoom discussion about the film. 

Lucky  
Friday 9 October • 2pm-3pm 
Online via Zoom

No Men Beyond This Point 
Friday 6 November • 2pm-3pm 
Online via Zoom

YOUTH

Comix Workshop with Liv Fay 
Join Melbourne based artist, Liv Fay, in this 
queer comix workshop. Learn a little about 
comix and spend time creating a comic that is 
uniquely yours. Youth (17+) and/or LGBTQAI 
individuals encouraged to attend! 

Thursday 3 December • 5.30pm-7pm  
Online via Zoom 

Zine making with  
Claudia Van Eeden     
Join artist Claudia Van Eden in this live online 
workshop, as she leads you through some 
creative exercises to produce your very own 
zine. Register early for a craft package to be 
sent out to you. Suitable for 17+ 

Tuesday 27 October • 4pm-6pm  
Online via Zoom 

Learn with League  
Wellbeing Workshop 
Have you ever considered video games to 
be a legitimate way to connect with young 
people, and to improve their mental health 
and wellbeing? Yes? This workshop is for you. 
No? This workshop is for you. 
An intergenerational workshop for anyone 
interested in understanding how esports can 
improve wellbeing. Developed by Riot Games 
in partnership with headspace and facilitated 
by Yarra Libraries staff. Suitable for ages 17+.

Saturday 10 October • 10am-12pm 
Online via Zoom (WMHD)  

Saturday 7 November • 10am-12pm 
Online via Zoom  
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Writing a Professional Bio 
Whether it’s submitting creative work to a 
journal or festival, or updating your LinkedIn 
profile, writing a 50-100 word bio is often 
harder than it seems. In this session we’ll go 
through some handy tips and best practices 
for a clear, concise bio that still sings with 
personality. 

Tuesday 13 October • 6pm-7.30pm  
Online via Zoom 

Thursday 5 November • 11am-12.30pm  
Online via Zoom

Resume Rescue
Is your resume in need of rescue and repair? 
Book a free one-on-one, 45-minute session 
with library staff, who can help you write 
and edit your best possible resume. Sessions 
can also focus on cover letters, key selection 
criteria and interview preparation. Book by 
calling 1300 695 427 or filling out an online 
request form via our website.   

45 minute session • By Appointment 
Online via Zoom

English Conversations
Join library staff for a chat! This program 
is aimed at providing an opportunity for 
adult non-English speakers to practice their 
English conversation skills in a welcoming 
and safe environment.  
A fun opportunity to discuss interesting 
topics, practice your English or just meet 
some new people.

Monday 5 October • 1pm-2pm 
Monday 19 October • 2pm-3pm 
Mondays 16 & 30 November • 2pm-3pm 
Monday 14 December • 2pm-3pm 
Online via Zoom

Get
Job 
Ready

Events in partnership with

Pro Headshots at Home 
Ever wanted to get that awesome (cheesy 
but professional) headshot on your LinkedIn 
page? As things move online, a quality picture 
will help put your best foot forward. Join us 
for helpful tips and best practice ideas to nail 
that look. We’ll have discussion and some 
practical workshopping too. 

Thursday 15 October • 2pm-4pm  
Online via Zoom 

Thursday 26 November • 2pm-4pm  
Online via Zoom

How to Find Great Stuff on 
the Internet
Find out how you can make the most of the 
internet when it comes to finding second 
hand items for free and for low cost. You’ll 
find out the various features and differences 
of the larger networks; how you can make 
safer transactions as a buyer; and what 
PayPal offers.    

Thursday 12 November • 4pm-5pm 
Online via Zoom 

Interview Skills 
Join us for a crash course in 
job interview skills where 
you’ll learn what to do 
before, during and after 
a first-round interview. 
You’ll have the chance 
to workshop interview 
questions. No previous job 
interview experience is 
required.

Wednesday 11 Nov 
1pm-3pm  
Online via Zoom

Write a 
Coverletter 
This course shows you how 
to write a great cover letter 
– but with a digital edge. Get 
best practice tips for writing 
a cover letter when you’re 
applying for a job and learn 
about some of the digital 
tools that will help you 
stand out from the crowd. 
We’ll also discuss addressing 
key selection criteria. 

Tuesday 27 October  
2pm-4pm  
Online via Zoom

Build a CV 
If you’re looking for a new 
job or just want to give 
your CV a quick refresh, this 
session is for you. Learn the 
key components of crafting 
a great CV and how to make 
it stand out. Find out how 
to showcase your strengths, 
skills and experience and 
workshop your ideas with 
others.

Tuesday 6 October  
2pm-4pm  
Online via Zoom



12   SIDE QUEST SIDE QUEST  13

Nordic LARP: Roleplaying for 
Narrative Worlds and Dates 
Our in-house author, Tegan Webb, has 
created a fictional world where mysterious 
phenomena haunt both humans and sentient 
AI alike. Is this a fault in political world itself 
or something more sinister? This is a Live-
Action Roleplay Event - each participant will 
be provided with a role to play, a link to an 
immersive online environment.

Thurs 19 Nov & Mon 23 Nov  
6.30pm-7.30pm • Online via Zoom 

Running Roleplaying Games:  
The Other Kind of Dungeon Master   
Most roleplaying games require a Game 
Master - a player who describes the world 
and the consequences of the players’ actions, 
interprets the rules and plays all the other 
characters. Dungeon Master and game 
designer Ben McKenzie will explain how this 
role works, and share some of his best tips 
for making it easier and fun. Strictly ages 17+

Friday 20 November • 6.30pm-8pm  
Online via Zoom 

Creating 
Characters for 
Tabletop RPGs   
When taking part in tabletop 
Role Playing Games such 
as Dungeons & Dragons, 
giving your character an 
interesting backstory is 
important – and also lots of 
fun! We’ll explore writing 
techniques to help take your 
character building skills to 
the next level - no prior 
knowledge of Role Playing 
Games is required! 

Thursday 12 November 
6pm-8pm  
Online via Zoom

Pretending to Be 
an Elf: An Introduction 
to Role Playing Games        
Roleplaying games like 
Dungeons & Dragons can 
be a hard thing to get into 
if you don’t already know 
people doing it! Dungeon 
Master and game designer 
Ben McKenzie takes you 
through the basics of how 
roleplaying games work, 
how they are played, and 
some great roleplaying 
games to start with. 

Friday 6 November  
6.30pm-8pm  
Online via Zoom

Creating Worlds 
for Role Playing 
Games 
Whether you’re wanting 
to go deeper into the lore 
of Dungeons & Dragons or 
looking at developing a Role 
Player game or your own, 
learning to create whole 
worlds with words is a 
valuable skill. We’ll explore 
writing techniques help take 
your world building skills 
to the next level - no prior 
knowledge of Role Playing 
Games is required! 

Tuesday 7 November  
2pm-4pm  
Online via Zoom

Interactive 
Storytelling 
Intermediate Workshop 
 
Want to further develop 
your Interactive Storytelling 
skills? Learn some new 
techniques and tricks for 
Twine. No coding experience 
required, although prior 
knowledge of Twine 
or attendance of our 
Introductiory Workshop is 
strongly encouraged. 

Tuesdays 6 & 10 Nov  
6pm-8pm   
Online via Zoom 

Make Music For 
Video Games  
Learn how to create 
atmospheric, beautiful, 
quirky music from home. 
Well suited to an indie game 
vibe! This session is for 
beginners, using free online 
software, no downloads 
required. 

Wed 21 October & 
Wed 11 November  
6pm-8pm   
Online via Zoom 

Interactive 
Storytelling 
Introductory Workshop 
Want to make your own 
piece of interactive writing? 
Learn how to use Twine, 
a free tool for digital 
storytelling. From choose-
your-own-adventure stories 
to interactive poems We’ll 
give you tools to express 
yourself in a new, exciting 
way. No coding experience 
required!

Tuesday 20 October 
6pm-8pm   
Online via Zoom

Do you like Books & Barbarians? Lore & 
Learning? Introducing our new series of choose-
your-own-adventure programs, Side Quests! 
Side Quests are Yarra Libraries take on geeky 
programs that celebrate the hobbies you love. 
Anything from indie video game development to 
cosplay crafting to pretending to be an elf – it’s 
all fair game. No matter your multiverse, there’s 
something for all you Geeks & Goblins with Side 
Quests. Create your questline and sign-up for 
adventure today!
 

Can you escape the digital library?
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Researching the History of 
your House in Yarra
Are you interested in researching the 
History of your house? Come along to this 
introductory session and learn the basics. 
Discover the range of resources available
online and at Yarra Libraries.

Monday 2 November • 2.30pm-4pm 
Online via Zoom  

Preserving Your Memories
Do you have old photos, letters, small 
drawings and/or documents that you’re 
worried about preserving safely long term? 
Come to our presentation on different 
methods you can use to preserve these 
memories.

Fridays 9 October & 4 December 
2pm-4pm • Online via Zoom 

History Matters
Need help with your family or local history 
research? Book a free 30 minute session 
with a staff member by calling us on  
1300 695 427 or filling out the online form 
via the website. When booking, please let us 
know what your research needs are. 

30 minute session • By Appointment 
Online or via Zoom

Ancestry 
What family stories will you pass on to 
future generations? Now is the perfect time 
to start putting the pieces together. Access 
to Ancestry Library Edition from home has 
been extended until 31 December. Thank 
you to Ancestry and ProQuest for another 
generous extension to remote access for 
Yarra Libraries members. Start your search 
at yarralibraries.vic.gov.au. 
 

 THE EWING TRUST  15

Podcast: Volunteer 
for your Health      
Studies have also shown 
that volunteering helps 
people feel more socially 
connected and provides 
a sense of purpose, pride 
and accomplishment – all 
great protective factors 
for your mental health. 
Hear about volunteering 
opportunities from local 
experts, and experiences 
from volunteers. Featured 
Mental Health Provider: 
Volunteering Victoria. 

 

Mondy 5 October

Video 
Demonstration: 
Slow Stitch for 
Mindfulness        
In this inspiring how-to, 
we’ll join textile/fibre 
Artist Bras Tree and Yarra 
Librarian Nic Alea as they 
demonstrate how slow 
stitching can be a low 
stakes creative support for 
wellbeing.  

 

Friday 9 October

Meditation for Mental Health  
with Rachel Hanrahan    
Local Yarra yogini, meditation instructor 
and mystic Rachel Hanrahan presents this 
guided meditation for all ages. As well as 
assisting with stress-reduction and healing, 
meditation can help you unlock the stillness 
and happiness within us all.  
Featured Mental Health Provider: Beyond Blue.

Tuesday 6 October • 6.30pm-7.30pm 
Online via Zoom  

Yarra Libraries and The Ewing Trust 
acknowledges Mental Health Week 2020 

and celebrates the work of local and 
national Mental Health Care providers 
through a range of mental health and 

wellbeing- focussed events and programs. 
Mental Health Week: 

Monday 5 October - Sunday 11 October

Podcast: A Guide to 
Forest Therapy        
Based on the Japanese 
practice of “Shinrin Yoku”: 
“bathing” in the atmosphere 
of the forest, Forest Therapy 
has proven health benefits 
including strengthened 
immune system, reduced 
stress and improved 
sleep. This podcast will 
guide you into a deep and 
sensory connection to 
your surroundings which 
will help you to feel more 
relaxed, happier, confident, 
focused and creative. With 
Victorian Aboriginal Health. 

 

Thursday 8 October



Digital Coaching
Need help with iPads, 
saving documents or getting 
started with social media? 
We can help you with minor 
technology issues and guide 
you to useful resources. 
Book a free session with a 
staff member by calling us 
on 1300 695 427 or filling 
out the online form via the 
website. 

By appointment
30min session • All branches
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Ableton Live:  
Audio Manipulation  
Can you make a track from the sounds 
around the house? Ableton Certified Trainer 
Matt Ridgway will demonstrate a variety of 
sampling techniques and audio manipulation 
techniques using Ableton Live. 
Send in your own found sound recordings in 
this interactive online workshop!

Wednesdays 29 October & 25 November 
7pm-9pm • Online via Zoom

Podcasting for Beginners
Learn how to transform your idea into a 
self-published podcast with Amy Pearson, 
host and producer of Mother / other. Amy 
will guide you through planning, recording 
and producing a podcast from home. She’ll 
share interview techniques, equipment 
recommendations, marketing tips, publishing 
options and tricks to reach your target 
listeners.

Saturday 28 November •  1pm-3pm  
Online via Zoom

DISCOVER DIGITAL

Manage Your 
Photos Online  
Join this session to learn 
all about syncing, backing 
up and archiving your 
photos across devices and 
hardware. We’ll go over the 
cloud, best practice tips and 
have time for discussion 
too!

Thursdays 1 October  
& 19 November  
2pm-4pm  
Online via Zoom

Library at Home, 
Library Online
Want online newspapers? 
E-books? How about 
learning to knit, or learning 
Photoshop? Maybe you’d 
like some help with your 
family history, or to listen to 
a recorded book. Or maybe 
you would like to catch an 
author talk through one 
of our podcasts. Join us 
for a virtual tour of Yarra 
Libraries’ online resources.

Wednesday 14 October  
11am-12pm  
Online via Zoom

What is Twitter 
and Why Would I 
Like It?
Always wondered about 
Twitter and why people 
would bother with it? In this 
session we’ll have a good 
look at this (sometimes 
controversial) social media 
platform. We’ll explore the 
good, the bad, and the ugly, 
and if it’s for you.

Monday 5 October  
2.30pm-4pm  
Online via Zoom

Introduction to 
Sketch Up Free 
Curious about 3D 
modelling? In the workshop 
you will learn how to 
use ‘Sketch Up Free’ for a 
variety of use: architecture, 
interior design and furniture 
making. No background 
necessary! What you need: 
yourself! What you get: a 
first intro into 3D modelling 
with Sketch Up Free!

Thursday 22 October  
6pm-8pm  
Online via Zoom

Lifelong Learning 
Online
Learning doesn’t stop 
with school or university. 
Explore the possibilities and 
indulge your curiosity. We’ll 
look at free courses from 
all over the internet, from 
universities to YouTube.

Thursday 29 October  
2.30pm-3.30pm  
Online via Zoom

Introduction to 
Photogrammetry:  
Make your own assets and scenes 
This is an introduction to the basics of 
photogrammetry, a process for making 3 
dimensional digital objects from photographs. 
You make your own assets and scenes that 
can be 3D-printed or used in your own games 
and movies. Learn the process, and free open 
source applications that you can use at home.

Thursday 5 November • 6pm-8pm  
Online via Zoom

Creative Photo Editing  
Learn the basics of photo editing with 
free online applications like Photopea. 
Understand tools and how to make creative 
adjustments using levels, curves, layers and 
compositing. Improve your digital photos 
and share them with others.

Friday 16 October • 4pm-5.30pm  
Online via Zoom
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Visit us:
BARGOONGA NGANJIN, 
NORTH FITZROY LIBRARY
182 St Georges Road
North Fitzroy 3068

CARLTON LIBRARY
667 Rathdowne Street
Carlton North 3054 

COLLINGWOOD LIBRARY
11 Stanton Street
Abbotsford 3067

FITZROY LIBRARY
128 Moor Street
Fitzroy 3065 

RICHMOND LIBRARY
415 Church Street
Richmond 3121

Contact us:
PO BOX 168 Richmond VIC 3121
1300 695 427
yarralibraries@yarracity.vic.gov.au
yarralibraries.vic.gov.au

Follow us:

#LibrariesChangeLives


