


What’s On at Yarra Libraries

2   EVENTS / AUTHOR TALKS Register for events at www.yarralibraries.vic.gov.au

Visit us:
BARGOONGA NGANJIN, 
NORTH FITZROY LIBRARY
182 St Georges Road
North Fitzroy 3068

CARLTON LIBRARY
667 Rathdowne Street
Carlton North 3054 

COLLINGWOOD LIBRARY
11 Stanton Street
Abbotsford 3067

FITZROY LIBRARY
128 Moor Street
Fitzroy 3065 

RICHMOND LIBRARY
415 Church Street
Richmond 3121

Contact us:
PO BOX 168 Richmond VIC 3121
1300 695 427
yarralibraries@yarracity.vic.gov.au
yarralibraries.vic.gov.au

Follow us:

#LibrariesChangeLives

JULY-SEPTEMBER 2021

Join us for
STEAMFEST

AUTHOR TALKS 
CHINESE READING MONTH 

KIDS EVENTS AND MORE!



What’s On at Yarra Libraries

4   EVENTS / AUTHOR TALKS Register for events at www.yarralibraries.vic.gov.au

Contents

All Yarra Libaries events are free to attend but  
most require registration.

       TO REGISTER visit: 
www.yarralibraries.vic.gov.au or call 1300 695 427
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We're returning to 
Eventbrite bookings 
From July, our event bookings will take 
place on Eventbrite. This will make 
booking for our events even easier.
If you don’t already have an Eventbrite 
account, you can create one when you 
register for your next event, or you can 
register as a guest each time.
Having an Eventbrite account means your 
contact details are saved and you won't 
have to waste time entering them again.

To create an account on Eventbrite, click 
on the sign in button, enter your email 
address, confirm your details and enter a 
password and then you’re good to go.
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Yarra Libraries 
celebrates 
NAIDOC 2021 
Yarra Libraries is very proud to 
partner with Aboriginal Housing 
Victoria to celebrate NAIDOC Week 
held from 4-11 July 2021. This year 
NAIDOC invites the nation to embrace 
First Nations’ cultural knowledge and 
understanding of Country as part 
of Australia's national heritage and 
equally respect the culture and values 
of Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait 
Islanders as they do the cultures and 
values of all Australians.
As part of these celebrations Yarra 
Libraries is hosting a range of events, 
including online performances from 
indie rock band Chasing Ghosts and 
singer/songwriter Dave Arden, videos 
and much more.
For more information please visit,  
yarralibraries.vic.gov.au. 
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KEN McGREGOR 
The Life and Times of Albert 
Namatjira Book Launch
Join us on Indigenous Literacy Day as we host 
this special book launch. Produced in close 
consultation with the Namatjira family and 
Namatjira Legacy Trust, The Life and Time 
of Albert Namatjira is an insightful study of 
Namatjira and his art. This book was compiled 
and written by Ken McGregor, and edited and 
designed by Jenny Zimmer. Profits from the 
sale of this book will go to support the Iltja 
Ntjarra Many Hands Art Centre, Alice Springs. 

Wednesday 1 September • 6pm-8pm   
Bargoonga Nganjin

Growing Pineapples in the Outback
with James Button
When Rebecca and Tony moved from 
Melbourne to Mount Isa to care for Rebecca's 
mother Diana, it was a bigger life-changing 
experience than either of them dreamed. 
Join them as they talk with Walkley Award 
winner James Button about writing Growing 
Pineapples in the Outback, their process for co-
authorship, their love of western Queensland 
and pineapples.  

Saturday 7 August • 2pm-3pm  
Bargoonga Nganjin

REBECCA LISTER  
& TONY KELLY  

WRITING & LITERATURE

Talking (about) Books 
Love talking about books? So do we! Join 
us once a month to discuss what we’ve 
read, what we’re reading and what we’d 
like to read.  Think of a few books you’ve 
loved that fit the discussion theme and 
come prepared to share with your fellow 
reading enthusiasts. Unfamiliar with the 
theme? Come along anyway to find out 
about new-to-you books and authors.  
Warning: your to-be-read list will grow!

Wednesdays 28 July, 25 Aug & 29 Sep  
12pm-1pm • Online via Zoom

The Short Story Club 
Want to join a book club but don’t always have 
the time? This is the club for you! Each month 
we choose one short story or piece of narrative 
non-fiction we love to share and discuss. 
Jul: Katy by Bryan Washington 
Aug: The “C” Word by Tim Winton 
Sep: The Last Class by Tara June Winch 

Wednesdays 7 July, 4 Aug & 1 Sep  
2 Sessions per date:  
1pm-2pm OR 6.30pm-7.30pm 
Online via Zoom   

The Write-In EDITING EDITION 
Join us for a monthly creative writing 
workshop to learn skills and techniques 
to improve your writing. Come along to 
workshop your writing and become the 
writer you’ve always wanted to be. Please 
bring along 12 copies of 1500 words of your 
writing project for group workshopping. 
Ideally 12 point, double spaced. Workshops 
lead by Nicole Smith, the Richmond-based 
author of Sideshow. Ages 17+

Thursdays 29 July, 26 Aug & 30 Sep  
6pm-8pm • Bargoonga Nganjin

ART TEXT Book Group  
Azza Zein and the Women’s Art 
Register + Forensic Architecture 
Art Text is a book group focused on current 
art culture and the ideas that drive it. We 
read topical titles and essays selected by 
experts in their field, or selected by the 
artists themselves, to give context to current 
and local art practices. This winter we read 
selections on Decolonising the Archive from 
Azza Zein and the Women’s Art Register 
and delve into Forensic Architecture with 
Jacqueline Felstead. Presented by Yarra City 
Arts and Yarra Libraries.

Thursdays 19 Aug & 23 September  
6pm-7.30pm • Bargoonga Nganjin

Author Talks
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Cultural Forum 
Masculine Archetypes on Screen         
On-screen we see superheroes like Spiderman, 
suave Don Juans, the handsome prince in the 
hit tv series the Bachelor, and the beer-bellied 
best friend in blockbuster comedies. Join us 
for a panel discussion to take a closer look at 
these masculine archetypes. 

Wednesday 8 September  
6.30pm-7.30pm • Online via Zoom

RUOK? Guided Meditation for 
Wellbeing and Happiness   
This RUOK? day, look after yourself and your 
mental health with a guided meditation from 
Paul Beaton at Open Sky Meditation. Learn 
to cultivate calm and peace with whatever 
may be happening, as Paul shares a gentle 
meditation specifically designed to enhance 
your wellbeing and happiness.

Wednesday 15 September   
6.30pm-7.30pm • Bargoonga Nganjin  

Winter Wiki: 
Women’s Art Register 
Wikipedia Edit-a-thon    
The Women's Art Register 
works to improve coverage 
about women artists both 
online and with our Hard 
Copy Archive at Richmond 
Library. Join us for a special 
winter session of the Art + 
Feminism Wikipedia Edit-a-
thon along with Wikimedia 
Australia, to explore the 
archive and amplify the 
voices of Australian women 
artists and designers online.

Saturday 21 August  
10am-2.30pm   
Richmond Library  

Richmond’s newest arts and crafts market 
showcases wares from local artists every 
month. Including a pre-loved fiction book 
sale, Devonshire tea, new clothing at 
sample sale prices and a community spirit, 
come along and grab a bargain.  
Presented in partnership with Rotary Club 
of Richmond. For more information on 
attending or hosting a stall visit  
www.rotaryonchurch.com.au.

Saturdays 17 July, 21 August, 18 
September  • 10am-1pm  
Richmond Library & Theatrette  

Presented by Melbourne Spoken Word     
Fresh Voices supports new and emerging poets in the spoken 
word scene through a series of workshops and open mic nights. 
Workshops are run by professional writers and poets presented 
in a masterclass style. The open mic night gives new poets an 
opportunity to present their work and features performances 
by some of the city’s freshest spoken word talent.  

Spoken Word Workshop:  
Sat 17 July • 1pm-4pm • Fitzroy Library 

Fresh Voices Open Mic:  
Wed 21 July • 6.30pm-9.30pm • Bargoonga Nganjin 

Spoken Word Workshop:  
Sat 11 Sep • 1pm-4pm • Fitzroy Library 

Fresh Voices Open Mic:  
Wed 22 Sep • 6.30pm-9.30pm • Richmond Theatrette   

FRESH VOICES  

Register for events at yarralibraries.vic.gov.au
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Update Your Job Skills with 
Free Library Resources 
Do you need help using spreadsheets or 
would you like to learn the basics of coding 
or graphic design? Learn more about free 
library resources, such as LinkedIn learning, 
to update your job skills. Explore how to 
become a DIY learner and gain confidence in 
learning new skills for work or personal use.

Wednesday 7 July • 11.30am-12.30pm   
Richmond Library 

Tuesday 3 August • 1.30pm-2.30pm   
Carlton Library  

Japanese Boro Bag
Repurpose the fabrics you have to make 
beautiful utilitarian objects based on items 
in the Victoria & Albert Museum collection. 
This month try making a Boro bag with 
sashiko stitching and do it in good company. 
Machine or hand-sew. For ages 17+.  
Post your projects on instagram 
#yarramakedo

Fridays 3 & 17 September  
4pm-5.30pm • Online via Zoom  

Adult Art Play
Who says kids get to have all the crafty fun? 
Meet us for a casual craft club for adults, 
where we’ll make beautiful messes, artistic 
creations, and have a lovely chat. 
July: Black and white paper silhouettes. 
August: Beautiful hand embroidery. 
September: Self portraits using watercolours. 
No artistic experience necessary. 

Fridays 23 July, 20 Aug & 10 Sep  
11.45am-1pm • Bargoonga Nganjin  

Resume Rescue
Book a free one-on-one, 45-minute session 
with library staff, who can help you write 
and edit your best possible resume. Sessions 
can also focus on cover letters, key selection 
criteria and interview preparation. Book a 
session by calling 1300 695 427 or filling 
out an online request form via our website.

45 minute session • By Appointment   
All branches

MAKE DO

Get
Job 
Ready

Understanding 
Impressionism, an 
art talk in Mandarin  
印象派画家和作品欣赏 
Join us at Richmond Library 
as Raymond Gu brings you 
the world of Impressionism.

欢迎参加中文艺术讲座, 顾睿
为您介绍西方美术的重要流
派--印象派,讲解并展示印象
派的经典作品.

Sunday 11 July  
2pm-4pm   
Richmond Library Theatrette

New Book Day  
中文新書日 
New Chinese books, DVDs 
and CDs will be available at 
Carlton Library.

該日在卡爾頓圖書館會有大
量中文新書和影碟供借閱. 

Saturday 28 August  
10am-4pm   
Carlton Library 

Women Authors discuss their 
New Books 
女作家和她們的新書 
Women authors play a very important role 
in Australian Chinese writing. May Zhang, 
Teresa Tang and Lily Li will talk about their 
writing career and their new books. 

澳華文壇三才女，筆墨真情寫春秋
庄雨，湯群，李國立新書發佈會

Saturday 1 August • 2.30pm-4.30pm   
Richmond Library Theatrette

Bilingual Chinese 
Calligraphy 
Workshop  
中國書法入門 
Join our bilingual Chinese 
calligraphy workshop to 
learn the basic skills.

中英雙語書法入門講座，講
授中國書法基本技巧.

Saturday 14 August  
11am-12.30pm   
Fitzroy Library

Stephen Zhang and Mark Ma’s 
New Book Launch  
張群和馬世聚新書發佈會 
Stephen Zhang’s new novel, Riding the fish 
away, has just published in Taiwan. Mark 
Ma’s poetry, Flowers are the lies of Spring, is 
an award-winning poetry and also published 
in Taiwan recently. Join us to meet the 
authors at Richmond Library.

歡迎參加新書發佈會! 張群(筆名武陵驛)的小
說« 騎在魚背離去» 和馬世聚的詩集«花是春
天的謊言 

Saturday 28 August • 1.30pm-3.30pm   
Richmond Library Theatrette
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#Throwback
Laying the foundation stone of the 
Fitzroy Public Library, C. 1870s.  
The Library was officially opened to 
the public on 17 July 1877 by the then 
Mayor, Cr. Sam Lyons J.P.  
Search for more historical images 
of #YarraLife in our online Local 
History collection Start your search at 
yarralibraries.vic.gov.au. 

History Matters 
Need help with your family 
or local history research? 
Book a free 30 minute 
session with a staff member 
by calling us on  
1300 695 427 or filling 
out the online form via the 
website. When booking, 
please let us know what 
your research needs are.

By Appointment     
   

Your Family Oral History 
Have you been thinking about recording your 
family’s oral history and aren’t sure where 
to start or how to go about it? Then come 
along to this introductory session where 
Emma Russell from HistoryAtWork will guide 
you through what’s involved based on her 
Memoir Toolkit.

Wednesday 18 August • 10am-12pm   
Fitzroy Town Hall Reading Room  

Podcast: Briohny Doyle 
Briohny Doyle joins us to talk about the new 
novel Echolalia. Set in a fictional regional city 
beset by drought, Echolalia follows a family 
in the advent and aftermath of unspeakable 
tragedy, the narrative moving fluidly 
between the ‘Before’ and ‘After’.
Doyle touches on environmental anxieties, 
the refugee crisis, class-consciousness, and 
inter-generational rifts. Echolalia is a portrait 
of a woman, a family, and a country in crisis.

Coming in July • Online  

Ewing Trust Fitzroy Walking 
Tour Podcast Series 
Fitzroy, Melbourne’s first suburb, is full 
of stories both old and new. The Fitzroy 
Walking tours podcast series makes Fitzroy 
history easily accessible to the public, with 
help from our friends at Fitzroy Historical 
Society. Each podcast features local experts 
talking about a particular topic. Simply 
download the podcast, go to the starting 
point, and start your walk around the streets 
of Fitzroy. Visit 5-6 places of interest on your 
journey, taking things at your own pace. Or 
listen at anytime, anywhere! 

Released online throughout July,  
August & September 

Homelessness Forum 
Yarra Libraries and The Ewing trust  will 
be joined by City of Yarra Housing and 
Homelessness, Orange Sky, Ask Izzy and the 
Homeless Persons Union for this discussion 
about homelessness in Yarra, held in 
recognition of homelessness week 2021.   

Wednesday 4 August • 6.30pm-7.30pm 
Fitzroy Town Hall Reading Room  

Compete in the deadliest live quiz show, 
with trivia questions that connect the 
dots all the way to the Dreamtime. 
This years Leaps and Bounds edition 
will feature a cracking BlakWiz house 
band lead by musical director Robert 
Champion and starring super special 
musical guests. Get a team together 
or join a team on the night. Auslan 
interpreting provided by Auslan Stage 
Left. BlakWiz is a fun and challenging 
way to test and improve your knowledge 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
history and culture. Presented by Yarra 
City Arts and supported by Ewing Trust 
and Yarra Libraries.   

Wednesday 21 July • 6.30pm-8.30pm 
Fitzroy Town Hall Ballroom  

History of Your 
House 
Are you interested in 
researching the History of 
your house? Come along to 
this introductory session and 
learn the basics. Discover the 
range of resources available 
online and at Yarra Libraries.

Wednesday 21 July  
11am-12.30pm   
Online via Zoom 

Preserving Your 
Memories 
Do you have old photos, 
letters, small drawings and/
or documents that you’re 
worried about preserving 
safely long term? Come to 
our presentation on different 
methods you can use to 
preserve these memories.

Wednesday 15 September  
11am-12.30pm   
Online via Zoom 

Register for events at yarralibraries.vic.gov.au
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Make Geometric 
Wooden Bookmarks 
and Coasters
Learn to create beautiful 
geometric designs using easy 
to use software. Your designs 
will be cut with our new laser 
cutter, ready to take home.

Thursday 23 September 
3pm-4.30pm  
Bargoonga Nganjin

Laser Cut Jewellery 
Making
Design your own geometric 
wooden earrings or pendant 
using easy and free to use 
software. We’ll watch the 
laser cutter in action and then 
finalise your projects, ready 
to take home.

Thursday 15 July 
3pm-4.30pm  
Bargoonga Nganjin 

Wednesday 18 August 
6pm-8pm  
Bargoonga Nganjin

Digital Coaching
Need help with iPads, 
saving documents or getting 
started with social media? 
We can help you with minor 
technology issues and guide 
you to useful resources. 
Book a free session with a 
staff member by calling us 
on 1300 695 427 or filling 
out the online form via the 
website. 

By appointment
30min session  
All branches

Learn More About NBN  
3 Part Online Workshops Series 
Gabe Denemark will help you learn more about your NBN 
(National Broadband Network) connection and how to 
avoid NBN scams. Register for one workshop, or all three. 

Session 1: NBN “101” • Tuesday 6 July • 10am-11am   

NBN Optimisation • Wed 11 August • 2pm-3pm 

NBN Scams Awareness • Thurs 9 Sep • 2pm-3pm 
All 3 sessions: Online via Zoom  

What is Instagram 
and Why Would I 
Like It? 
Are you thinking about 
starting to use Instagram, but 
not sure if it’s for you? Do 
you already have Instagram 
but think you could get more 
out of it? We’ll check out 
the many different ways to 
engage with Instagram to 
make it work for you.

Thursday 2 September 
3pm-4.30pm  
Bargoonga Nganjin

Have Fun with 
Online Games  
Want to practice your 
computer skills and have fun 
at the same time? Then, this 
workshop is for you! Bring 
your own iPad, tablet or 
device, or use one provided, 
and try out games such as: 
trivia quizzes, Nimble fish, 
Geoguessr, Solitaire.

Tuesday 17 August 
2pm-3pm  
Carlton Library

iPhone and iPad 
Tips, Tricks & Hidden 
Features 
iPhones and iPads can be 
really easy to use, but lots of 
useful features are easy to 
miss. Join us for an informal 
session to explore tips, tricks 
and hidden features that can 
help you get the most out of 
your device. Ages 17+

Wednesday 1 September 
10.30am-11.30am  
Richmond Library

Catch up with Zoom  
Are you new to Zoom? Did 
you miss the Zoom train in 
2020 and want to get on 
board? Don’t fret, we are here 
to help! Learn how to join, 
create, and make changes to 
zoom video calls. 

Thursday 29 July 
3pm-4.30pm  
Bargoonga Nganjin

Creative Photo Editing
Learn the basics of photo editing with 
free online applications like Photopea. 
Understand tools and how to make creative 
adjustments using levels, curves, layers and 
compositing. Improve your digital photos 
and share them with others.

Fridays 30 July & 27 August  
4pm-5.30pm • Online via Zoom 

Library at Home, Library Online
Would you like to read online newspapers 
or E-books? How about learning to knit, or 
learning Photoshop? Maybe you’d like some 
help with your family history, or you'd like 
to catch a previous event through one of 
our podcasts. Enjoy a virtual tour of Yarra 
Libraries’ online resources.

Thursday 15 July • 2.30pm-3.30pm  
Online via Zoom

DISCOVER DIGITAL / BE CONNECTED  11

DISCOVER DIGITAL

Register for events at yarralibraries.vic.gov.au
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Vikki Conley Book Launch 
Amira's Suitcase 
From celebrated children’s author Vikki 
Conley, comes a beautiful new picture book, 
Amira’s Suitcase. Join Vikki and illustrator 
Nicky Johnston for a special storytime and 
mandala-making to celebrate this story about 
friendship, diversity, inclusion and place. In 
partnership with The Little Bookroom. 

Sunday 12 September • 11am-1pm   
Bargoonga Nganjin  

Stories of Home Book Launch
Join us for the launch of Stories of Home, a 
beautiful picture book written and illustrated 
by South Sudanese Australian children.  
The launch includes a storytelling session 
and a book-making workshop with local 
storyteller Agum Maluach. This event is for 
children of all ages and their families. 
In partnership with The Little Bookroom.

Saturday 14 August • 1pm-4pm   
Fitzroy Town Hall Reading Room  

The Giant Spoon,  
A Special Storytime
Enjoy songs, action rhymes and a reading of 
picture book The Giant Spoon by local author 
Rebekah Yock. Rebekah will be bringing this 
super fun story to life with some surprise 
props and special colouring in pages by The 
Giant Spoon illustrator Lucy Jollow. Ages 3+

Monday 26 July • 11am-11.30am   
Fitzroy Library  

Wednesday 28 July • 11am-11.30am   
Fitzroy Library  

Celebrate Children's  
Book Week!
Celebrate Children’s Book Week 
with us! Come dressed in your 
Book Week Costume and take part 
in our Costume Parade – prizes 
for best dressed! Then CARP 
Productions will take you on an 
epic journey through space and 
time exploring the 2021 Book 
Week shortlisted books. Watch 
them magically come to life in this 
show! Ages 5+

Saturday 28 August  
10.30am-12pm   
Collingwood Town Hall Ballroom 

What's in your water?
For all budding environmentalists – join Julia 
from Merri Creek Management Committee as 
we test water from the Merri Creek and other 
local creeks to identify pollutants. You will 
use scientific equipment to investigate water 
quality and learn about how pollutants effect 
local fauna and fauna. See a special frog in 
person and learn about how we can protect it 
from environmental pollution. For Ages 5-12.

Wednesday 18 August • 4pm-5pm   
Carlton Library 

©Rachel WintonGinnie and Pinney Book Launch 
Ginnie and Pinney Learn and Grow is an 
engaging series of picture books and educational 
materials for young children in both English and 
Mandarin Chinese. Based on the Early Years 
Learning Framework and selected for School 
Readiness Funding Menu for 2020, Ginnie and 
Pinney promote ethical thinking, empathy and 
emotional intelligence, encouraging young 
people to think about their impact on each other 
and the world around them.  

Saturday 3 July • 2pm-3pm   
Fitzroy Town Hall Reading Room  

Register for events at yarralibraries.vic.gov.au



SATURDAY 21 AUGUST 11AM-3PM 
BARGOONGA NGANJIN, NORTH FITZROY LIBRARY
In celebration of National Science Week 
(14 - 22 August), Yarra Libraries and Yarra 
CityLab present STEAMFEST; an all-ages expo 
of all things STEAM with free workshops, 
demonstrations, and giveaways. Suitable for 
school groups, local business owners and 
community groups.

AFTER-
SCHOOL 

PROGRAMS
Labs run during term time.

TERM 3: Mon 13 July - Fri 17 Sep

MAKER LAB
Program robots, make music, 
movies, and animation, and 
learn about all things tech. 
For all kids ages 7+

Tuesdays • 4pm-5pm  
Bargoonga Nganjin 

Thursdays  
3.45pm-4.45pm  
Carlton Library 

Fridays • 4pm-5pm  
Fitzroy Library   

ART LAB
Explore your artistic side 
with books, drawing and 
craft-related activities.  
For all kids ages 5+

Tuesdays • 4pm-5pm  
Carlton Library & 
Richmond Library 

Thursdays • 4pm-5pm  
Bargoonga Nganjin & 
Collingwood Library
 

LEGO LAB
Have fun with our LEGO 
construction challenges.  
For all kids ages 5+

Mondays  
3.30pm-4.30pm  
Collingwood Library 

Kids' Programming 
Yarra Libraries supports early literacy 
development through the delivery of 
preschool programs including Storytime, 
Babytime and Rhymetime. These sessions 
are held weekly during school term. We 
also help to foster a love of learning with 
regular after-school programs, and run a 
separate program of events during school 
holidays, plus host a huge catalogue 
of online resources accessible anytime 
via our website. For more info, head to 
yarralibraries.vic.giv.au. 

14   KIDS

To learn more about Yarra CityLab visit, 

www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/the-area/smart-technology-and-innovation

Register for events at yarralibraries.vic.gov.au




